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POSC 3421 L21
Summer 2022
Professor Nicholas Tampio
Online MTWR 6-9 pm, Synchronous from 6-7:30 pm

The Marvel Universe has provided the basis for several of the most popular movies and television shows of the past decade, including The Avengers, Iron Man, X-Men, Thor, Captain America, Guardians of the Galaxy, Black Panther, Doctor Strange, Punisher, Daredevil, Jessica Jones, M.O.D.O.K., Loki and WandaVision. Are these movies and shows teaching liberalism, conservatism, socialism, anarchism, fascism, multiculturalism, populism, or something else entirely? How does the Marvel Universe reflect our time, and how does it express utopian and dystopian visions?  Why are these movies and shows popular around the world? 

Before class, students will watch two videos on Panopto about a political ideology and a Marvel character. In the first half of our synchronous meeting, we will discuss the political ideology, and in the second half, the Marvel universe. It is serious course about political ideologies and a fun opportunity to talk about the Marvel Universe.

Learning outcomes:
· Understand the “isms” that shape how we think about politics
· Perceive how popular culture influences how people look at politics
· Write a political theory research paper 
· Communicate effectively and confidently 

Required reading
· Andrew Heywood, Political Ideologies: An Introduction, 7th Edition (Palgrave 2021), ISBN-10: 9781352011838
· Vote Loki, Marvel 2016, ISBN: 9781302902629

Grading

First character presentation and leading class discussion	10
First character PowerPoint					10
Second character presentation	 and leading class discussion	10
Second character PowerPoint					10
Midterm 							20
Final exam 							30 
Class participation						10

Students will be responsible for leading discussion of two Marvel characters. Students will upload a PowerPoint and 10-15 minute presentation at least 24 hours before they lead discussion. The Powerpoints and presentations should describe 
· who invented the character; 
· the character’s origin story; 
· academic and popular articles on the character; and
· something that you think is interesting and would like to discuss with the class. 
 
Course schedule

July 5 – Defining Ideologies + Fantastic Four  
· Political Ideologies, Chapter 1
· What role do ideas play in politics? What is ideology? What is the difference between the political left, right, and center? Do we still live in an ideological age?
· Robert Gentner, “With Great Power Comes Great Responsibility”: Cold War Culture and the Birth of Marvel Comics,” The Journal of Popular Culture, 40, no. 6 (2007): 953–978.
· How the Cold War saved Marvel and birthed a generation of superheroes, AV Club (2016).

July 6 – Liberalism + Spiderman 
· Political Ideologies, Chapter 2
· What are the origins and development of liberalism? What do liberals mean by individualism, freedom, reason, justice, and toleration? What is the difference between classical and modern liberalism? 
· Antonio Pineda and Jesus Jimenez-Varea, “Popular Culture, Ideology, and the Comics Industry: Steve Ditko’s Objectivist Spider-Man,” The Journal of Popular Culture, Vol. 46, No, 6 (2013): 1156-1176.

July 7 – Conservatism + Iron Man
· Political Ideologies, Chapter 3
· What are the origins and development of conservativism? What do conservatives mean by tradition, human imperfection, organic society, hierarchy and authority, and property? What is the difference between paternalistic conservativism and libertarian conservativism?
· Ashley Suffle Robinson, “We are Iron Man,” The Journal of Popular Culture 51(4): 2018. 

July 11 – Socialism + X-Men
· Political Ideologies, Chapter 4
· What are the origins and development of socialism? What do socialists mean by community, cooperation, equality, and class politics? What is the difference between socialism, communism, and social democracy? 
· John Trushell, “American Dreams of Mutants: The X-Men—‘‘Pulp’’ Fiction, Science Fiction, and Superheroes,” The Journal of Popular Culture, Vol. 38, No. 1, 2004. 

July 12 – Anarchism + Deadpool
· Political Ideologies, Chapter 5
· What are the origins and development of anarchism? What do anarchists mean by anti-statism, utopianism, anti-clericalism, and economic freedom? What is the difference between collectivist anarchism and individualist anarchism? 
· Benjamin Triana, “Deadpool: When Our (Anti)Heroes Do Less and We Reward Them More,” The Journal of Popular Culture 51(4), 2018.

July 13 – Nationalism + Captain America
· Political Ideologies, Chapter 6
· What are the origins and development of nationalism? What do nationalists mean by the nation, organic community, and self-determination? What is the difference between liberal, conservative, and postcolonial nationalism? 
· Vernon, M.. “Subversive Nostalgia, or Captain America at the Museum,” Journal of Popular Culture 49(1), 2016. 

July 14 – Midterm

[bookmark: citation]July 18 – Fascism + Punisher 
· Political Ideologies, Chapter 7
· What are the origins and development of fascism? What do fascists mean by anti-rationalism, struggle, leadership and elitism, and ultranationalism?  What is the relationship of fascism to the state and racism?
· Philips, Menaka, “Violence in the American Imaginary: Gender, Race, and the Politics of Superheroes,” American Political Science Review (2022) 116, 2, 470–483

July 19 – Populism + Loki
· Political Ideologies, Chapter 8
· Vote Loki
· Ezra Klein, “The best book about the 2016 campaign is a Marvel comic about Loki,” Vox 2016
July 20 - Feminism + WandaVision 
· Political Ideologies, Chapter 8
· What are the origins and development of feminism? What do feminists mean by the political, patriarchy, sex and gender, and equality and difference? What is the difference between liberal, socialist, radical, and third-wave feminism?’
· We Live in the World of “WandaVision” | The New Yorker
· What ‘WandaVision’ Gets Right (and Wrong) About Female Superheroes, New York Times

July 21 – Green Ideology + Avengers
· Political Ideologies, Chapter 9
· What are the origins and development of ecologism? What do ecologists mean by ecology, holism, sustainability, and environmental ethics? What are the differences between modernist, social, and deep ecology? 
· First casualty of 'Avengers: Infinity War' - environmental understanding,” Yale Climate Connections, 2018.

July 25 – Multiculturalism + Guardians of the Galaxy 
· Political Ideologies, Chapter 11
· What are the origins and development of multiculturalism? What do multiculturalists mean by the politics of recognition, culture and identity, minority rights, and diversity? What are the differences between liberal, pluralist, and cosmopolitan multiculturalism? 
· Wilson Koh, “More Than Friends from Work: The Guardians of the Galaxy, Families, and Resilient Placemaking for Millennials,” The Journal of Popular Culture, 55, no. 8 (2022): 

July 26 – Religious fundamentalism + Ms. Marvel
· Political Ideologies, Chapter 10
· What are the origins and development of religious fundamentalism? What do religious fundamentalists mean by modernity and religion as politics? What are the similarities and differences between Islamic and Christian fundamentalism? 
· Shenila Khoja-Moolji, “Comics as Public Pedagogy: Reading Muslim Masculinities through Muslim Feminities in Ms. Marvel,” Girlhood Studies 8, no. 3 (2015): 22-39.

July 27 – African-American political thought + Black Panther 
· Ta-Nehisi Coates, The Case for Reparations, Atlantic
· Christopher Lebron, 'Black Panther' Is Not the Movie We Deserve | Boston Review
· Melvin Rogers, The Many Dimensions of Black Panther | Dissent Magazine

July 28 – Latinidad identity + America Chavez
· Cristina Beltran, The Trouble with Unity : Latino Politics and the Creation of Identity, Oxford (2010), introduction.
· Melissa Castillo Planas, “Superheroine Latinidad: The Diasporic Identities of America Chavez & La Borinqueña,” The Journal of Popular Culture 
Volume54, Issue5, October 2021, Pages 1012-1030.

August 1 – Asian American representation + Shang-Chi
· Thessaly La Force, “Why Do Asian-Americans Remain Largely Unseen in Film and Television?” New York Times 2018		

August 2 – Militarism and Captain Marvel 
· Reuben Baron, “The MCU's Relationship With the Military, From Iron Man to Captain Marvel” (2019): https://www.cbr.com/captain-marvel-mcu-military-relationship/ 
· Tricia Jenkins and Tom Secker, “Battling for the Future of Space in Superhero Movies: NASA, the United States Space Force, The Avengers and Captain Marvel,” The Journal of American Culture 43, no. 4 (2020): 285-299.

August 4 – No class. 

August 5 – Final exam




Research Paper Structure

Title that indicates topic and thesis 

I. Introduction
1. Hook: Tell an interesting story and then raise a provocative question, i.e. Is the Marvel Universe feminist? Is the Marvel Universe ahead of or behind the curve of transgender awareness?  Does the Marvel Universe maintain old-fashioned views of masculinity and is that a problem? Should the Marvel Universe accommodate Chinese political sensibilities? Etc. 
2. Map: Explain how you will answer the question by examining three Marvel movies. Say why these movies are the right ones to answer your question. 

II. Theme X in Marvel Comic, Movie, or Television Show 1
· Answer the big question
· Explain the plot of the movie 
· Cite 3 reviews and 2 academic articles or book chapters. The academic sources may be on the movie or the political issue, e.g. feminism. 
· Consider the evidence in the movie that could support answering the question the other way. Complexity makes the paper better. 
· The last few paragraphs can discuss your view on whether the movie is good or bad on the political issue. 

III. Theme X in Marvel Comic, Movie, or Television Show 2

IV. Theme X in Marvel Comic, Movie, or Television Show 3

V. Conclusion 
Articulate your own informed perspective. Answer the question that you raised in the introduction. And then share your thoughts about whether the Marvel movies are a force for good or bad, how they should be different going forward, etc. In general, the best way to articulate your own perspective is to contrast it with those of other smart people in the conversation. So if your paper is on how the Marvel Universe handles racism, engage with other people who have written on the topic and explain how you agree and disagree with them. 
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