This first critical edition of fray Antonio Vázquez de Espinosa’s Tratado verdadero del viaje y navegación presents a remarkable account of the treacherous return voyage of the 1622 Spanish treasure fleet, narrated in the first-person by the Carmelite friar.  The book chronicles the 27 ships’ voyage from Mexico and Honduras, through Cuba and across the Atlantic Ocean, detailing such tribulations as tropical storms, rodent infestation, starvation, pirate attacks, and shipwreck.  In his text, the friar suggests that these hardships proceed from the crew’s lack of piety, positioning the events within an allegorical framework that transmits his theological message of behavioral reform to his readers. 


Lehman’s critical edition opens with a thorough biographical and bibliographical introduction to the author.  It then analyzes and interprets the work, examining the textual association of New World commerce with sin and greed, and tracing parallels with Golden Age authors including Góngora, Quevedo, fray Luis de León, and Cervantes.  After a discussion of the stylistic and rhetorical characteristics of the text, the editor establishes the economic context of the work, particularly emphasizing the devastating impact of the 1622 treasure fleet’s failure on Spain’s national economy.
Faithfully transcribed and judiciously modernized, the text is enriched by numerous footnotes elucidating archaic phrases, maritime terminology, historical references, and occasional variants.  It is accompanied by a glossary of terms and an extensive bibliography that render the work accessible and useful to students and scholars alike.  A unique narrative with strong interdisciplinary resonance, the Tratado verdadero represents an important contribution to the study of Colonial literature, history, economy, and theology.
