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This intriguing book crosses a gulf between two camps in social philosophy
that rarely address one another. Sciabarra (also author of Ayn Rand: The
Russian Radical) uses his broad knowledge of both libertarian and Marxist
literature to arguc that Marx and Hayek actually share substantial common
ground: they both employ a ‘dialectical’ (as opposed to ‘dualistic’) methodol-
ogy that interprets human nteraction as forming an enuire social dynamic
context extending beyond finite human understanding, As a result. Marx and
Hayek become surprising allies against Sclabarra’s real target: Cartesian
‘constructivist rationalism’ (35) and its attempts to impose ‘utopian’ selutions
on evolving social contexts from an ‘external’ or transcendent perspective.
‘Radical’ theory, by contrast with utepianism, is dialectical, ‘secks u more
integrated view of social reality’ (3), and looks for immanent possibilities of
change (118).

By ‘utopian’ theory, Sciabarra appears to have in mind contemporary
‘rationalistic liberalism’ (48) (read; deontological theories of political justice).
But the book is clearly written from a social theory perspective, and it
unfortunately makes little contribution to contemporary debates in paolilical
ethics. Sciabarra dees not emphasize the efaical contrast between Marx's
substantive theme of emancipation (59} and Hayek’s negative account of
freedom and near-total disregard {or the yustice of spontaneous outcomes

Rather, Sciabarra argues that the prime difference between Marx and
Hayek is not ethical or political but epistemological. Though both thinkers
recognize the organic link between goals and context, between potentiality
and actuality, they differ in their comprehension of the nature of epistemic
limitations’ (118-19). Hayek believes that human reason is inherently so
limited that effective central planning can only be distortive (48), while Marx
R fer i achelee is hupossible. boman elficacy 1600 10
controliing secial conditions and reducing unintended consequences can be
dramatically increased as capitalism is transcended. Thus Sciabarra pre-
sents their disagreement as within an embracing agreement on ‘the dialec-
tical’ conception of social phenomena.

But this thesis -— defended in the first three chapters — that Hayvek's
critique of constructivism is essentially ‘dialectical’ in a wuy comparable to
Marx’s critigue of utopianism (6), is the most controversial aspect of this beok.
Sciaharra’s analysis seems to depend on assuming that Hayek's ‘invisible
hand’ i3 a diglecfical model simply because it describes a “‘whole’ that is more
than the intention of any of its parts (19), and regards individual activities
as ‘internally’ or constitutively affected (24) by emergent ‘structural relation-
ships’ (18) they can neither predict nor intend. But such a functionaiist




account of intrinsic interrelatedness is not dialectical in the Hegelian or
Marxian senses. It seems that if Hayek’s ‘spontaneous order’ can be called
an ‘organic unity’ (115-6), than so can blind evolutionary trends in an
ecosystem, which are not affected by agents’ more and less adequate under-
standing of the whole and its internal relations, as dialectical processes are.

The first three chapters also compare Havek’s concerns about the limits
of human reason with themes in Polanyi’s theory of tacit knowledge and with
the Frankfurt School's fear of hurcaucratic instrumentalism.’ The next, three
chapters describe Marx’s theory of capitalism, his dialectical method, and his
‘epistemic ulopia’ (respectively), and the last treats the New Left challenge
to Hayekian thought. The chapiers on Marx are helpful and interesting on
the whole. The {irst of these, which includes a revealing section tracing
Marx’s and Hayek's joint roots in Scottish evolutionist thought, could alan
serve as a useful introduction to Marx’s whole project for undergradustes.
The next chapter on *Marxian Dialectics’ begins with an intriguing noen-
determinist interpretation of Marx's material hase’ of society, though it ends
with a rather simplistic account of the apposition-resalution schemoe. The last
chapter on Marx explains the stages of communism and argues that Marx’s
account of ‘utopia’ requires perfect knowledge of social systems of the sort
Hayck rules out (vet some of the key quotations backing up this claim are
from Engels. Cf. p. 893,

In the final chapter, Sciabarra briefly evaluates the Frankfurt Schoal
tradition and considers Hilary Wainwright's and Jirgen Habermay's visions
of radicalism as transformative democracy. This last chapter is especially
nnportant, because the whole book seems to be intended as a partially-sym-
pathetic response to Habermuas and Wainwright, pleading for today’s New
Left (a) to recognize Marx's own proto-Hayekian emphasis on spontaneous
historical development; (b) to accept what is right in Hayek’s analysis of the
invisible hand and human rational limitations: and (c) to incorporate these
themes in a new radical theory 1120-1). Sciabarra even sees the possibility of
a ‘non-Marxisl' (51 yet non-conservative ‘libertarian radicalism’ (50-1) —
though he does not expiain what this could mean specifically.

Yet there are several severe problems with Sciabarra’s response. He
misinterprets Habermas's universal presuppositions of dialogue expressed
in the regulative ideal speech situation as a utopian requirement that ‘the
tacit component of knowledge wauld be tutl I
seem to appreciate that Habermas's emphasis on overcoming strafegic inten-
tionalily depends precisely on the possibility of a kind of cogperative motiva-
tien for the sake of normative legitimacy that Hayek tries to rule outa prior:
through his Burkean medel of evolving mores and his account of sociai
outcomes as mainly the result of rational-egoistic interactions. In response
to Wainwright's critique that Hayek has an overly individualistic conception
ol knowledge, Sciabarra argues that she ‘fails to appreciate Hayek's under-
standing of the social character of knowledge' (1133 But the ‘information’
aggregated by floaling prices is not social knowledge in ‘ninwright's sense:
like EHabermas, she has in mind cognitively shared (rather than ‘dispersed’
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knowledge gained by democratic deliberation, which enables intentionaé
cooperation for mutual goals, rather than the sacial interaction 1114} that
market actors achieve only unintentionally by trying to maximize their own
utility. Finally, Sciabarra misreads Habermas's and Wainwright's proposals
as mainly ‘therapeutic’ psychoelogical ideals rather than normative in signifi-
cance (114-15}.

Overall, the baook is based on an impressive diversity of research for its
size (the 20-page bibliography is a valuable reference). Yet the strength of
the connections alleged between Marx and Hayek often depends on Sci-
abarra’s sclective focus on certain very general similarities in their attention
to sociality; the effect is to downplay fundamental oppositions between
Marx's and Hayek's explanatory systems and the moral psychologies on
which they depend. Nevertheless, there is much to be learned from this book.
and Sciabarra sheuld be praised for forcing us to give up our comfortable
caricatures of Marx and Hayek as figures in absolute *dualistic opposition.

John Davenport
University of Notre Dame
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Trans. Julia Annas and Jonathan Barnes,
New York: Cambridge University Press 1994,
Pp. xvill + 249.

US $54.95 (cloth: 18BN 0-521-30950-6);
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If Sextus Empiricus was not the greatest Creek philosopher, he nonetheless
left an influential hody nf writing Despite this francatinns of his Owilines
of Sceptictsm {also known as OQutlines of Pyrrionism) have not been plentiful.
Previously the most readily available complete English transiation was that
published by R.G. Bury in 1933 as part of the Loeb Classical Library. This
eranslation is long outdated; in addition, Bury’'s work was intended for
classicists rather than philosophers, and his infrequent notes reflect this
audience’s concerns.

The Annas-Barnes translation updates and impreves upon the Bury
translation. Annas and Barnes have the advantage of working from the 1958
Teubner Greek edition of the text, which suggests some readings und textual
emendations not available to Bury. Where emendations Lo the Greek have
been suggested. Annas and Barnes have provided notes to indicate their
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